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Sec. 6-67. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
Enforcement officer means and includes any police officer and the director of public health of the city. 
(Ord. of 12-14-2000, § 5-36)
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Sec. 6-68. Permitting dog to run at large.
No person shall permit any dog owned or kept by him to go at large within the city, whether licensed or not. 
(Ord. of 12-14-2000, § 5-38)
State law reference(s)—Authority to prohibit dogs running at large, Code of Virginia, § 3.2-6538. 
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Sec. 6-69. Duty of enforcement officer finding dog at large.
It shall be the duty of an enforcement officer who may find any dog that is running at large, has been abandoned or has been cruelly treated forthwith to take the dog into custody and dispose of such dog as provided in this division. 
(Ord. of 12-14-2000, § 5-39)
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Sec. 6-70. Notice of hearing.
If the owner or keeper of a dog taken into custody under section 6-69 is known and can be readily located by the enforcement officer, the enforcement officer shall notify such person in writing to appear at a time and place specified in the summons or notice for a hearing on the alleged violation, such time to be at a regular session of the appropriate court. Such officer shall thereupon, and upon the giving of such person of his written promise to appear at such time and place, forthwith release the dog to the owner or custodian. Should the owner or custodian refuse to give such written promise to appear, the enforcement officer shall dispose of the dog as provided in section 6-74. 
(Ord. of 12-14-2000, § 5-40)
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Sec. 6-71. Period of impoundment; notice to owner.
(a)	If the owner or keeper of a dog taken into custody under this division cannot be readily located by the enforcement officer, the dog shall be impounded at the local SPCA. 
(b)	If such dog has upon it the name and address of the owner or any information whereby the owner thereof can be reasonably ascertained, such owner shall be notified by registered or certified letter sent within 24 hours after such seizure. If the owner's name and address cannot be reasonably ascertained, no notice shall be necessary. 
(Ord. of 12-14-2000, § 5-41)
State law reference(s)—Confinement period, Code of Virginia, § 3.2-6546C. 
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Sec. 6-72. Failure to appear in answer to summons.
It shall be unlawful for any person willfully to fail to appear in answer to any summons or notice issued under section 6-70 or 6-71 and any person violating this section shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor, in addition to the punishment, if any, imposed for the change for which the summons was issued. 
(Ord. of 12-14-2000, § 5-42)
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Sec. 6-73. Redemption.
In all cases under section 6-71, the owner or keeper may, upon proof of ownership, redeem a dog as provided in the rules and regulations of the SPCA. 
(Ord. of 12-14-2000, § 5-43)




	   Created: 2022-09-19 09:55:52 [EST]
(Supp. No. 9)

Page  of 
Sec. 6-74. Disposition of unredeemed dogs.
If, at the end of the period referred to in section 6-73, the dog in question shall not have been redeemed, such dog may be euthanized in accordance with the methods approved by the state veterinarian or disposed of by the methods set forth in this section. No pound shall release more than two animals or a family of animals during any 30-day period to any one person under subsection (2), (3) or (4) of this section. 
(1)	Release to any humane society, animal shelter, or other releasing agency within the Commonwealth, provided that each humane society, animal shelter, or other releasing agency obtains a signed statement from each of its directors, operators, staff, or animal caregivers specifying that each individual has never been convicted of animal cruelty, neglect, or abandonment and updates such statements as changes occur; 
(2)	Adoption by a resident of the county or city where the pound is operated and who will pay the required license fee, if any, on such animal, provided that such resident has read and signed a statement specifying that he has never been convicted of animal cruelty, neglect, or abandonment; 
(3)	Adoption by a resident of an adjacent political subdivision of the commonwealth, if the resident has read and signed a statement specifying that he has never been convicted of animal cruelty, neglect, or abandonment; 
(4)	Adoption by any other person, provided that such person has read and signed a statement specifying that he has never been convicted of animal cruelty, neglect, or abandonment, and provided that no dog or cat may be adopted by any person who is not a resident of the county or city where the pound is operated, or of an adjacent political subdivision, unless the dog or cat is first sterilized, and the pound may require that the sterilization be done at the expense of the person adopting the dog or cat; or 
(5)	Release for the purposes of adoption or euthanasia only, to an animal shelter, or any other releasing agency located in and lawfully operating under the laws of another state, provided that such animal shelter, or other releasing agency: 
a.	Maintains records that would comply with Code of Virginia, § 3.2-6557; 
b.	Requires that adopted dogs and cats be sterilized; 
c.	Obtains a signed statement from each of its directors, operators, staff and animal caregivers specifying that each individual has never been convicted of animal cruelty, neglect, or abandonment, and updates such statement as changes occur; and 
d.	Has provided to the pound, animal shelter or other releasing agency within the commonwealth a statement signed by an authorized representative specifying the entity's compliance with subsections (5)a through (5)c of this section, and the provisions of adequate care and performance of humane euthanasia, as necessary in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 
(Ord. of 12-14-2000, § 5-44)
State law reference(s)—Similar provision, Code of Virginia, § 3.2-6546. 
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Secs. 6-75—6-91. Reserved.


	   Created: 2022-09-19 09:55:52 [EST]
(Supp. No. 9)

Page  of 
