Policies and Procedures

Appalachian Great Pyrenees Rescue

POLICY
1.  To aid owners of Great Pyrenees who reside within the Virginia, Maryland, 

      West Virginia or Washington, D. C. area in the recovery of their animals

       when lost, strayed or stolen.

2.  To keep Great Pyrenees out of the hands of laboratories, animal dealers,
       puppy mills and similar enterprises.  To attempt to keep Great Pyrenees

       out of pounds and animal shelters.

3.    To attempt to place stray or abandoned Pyrs in homes which will provide

        a high level of care.  

4.  Recognizing that dogs with physical and/or temperamental defects are 

      detrimental to the welfare and reputation of the breed, to arrange for

      sterilization or humane euthanasia of such dogs when they come into the

      jurisdiction of Rescue.

5.  All dogs coming into the jurisdiction of Rescue  shall be surgically neutered

       before being placed in new homes, unless the Rescue Advisory Team

       decides to make an exception in an individual case.

6.  Rescue operations shall be self-supporting via donations.

7.  All decisions regarding a rescued dog, including terms of transfer, sterili-
       zation or euthanasia are the responsibility of the Rescue Team.

8.   While it is not the purpose of the Rescue Team to find placements for

       animals that are simply unwanted by their owners, these animals may be

       provided for under a separate Placement Policy.

9.  In all matters not covered by these guidelines, the welfare of the breed shall

      be the prime consideration.  Where there is a conflict between the welfare

      of the breed and the welfare of an individual animal, the welfare of the breed

      shall take precedence.

IMPLEMENTATION

Rescue Chairman:  The Rescue Chairman is nominated by Appalachian Great Pyrenees Rescue Board  of Directors and appointed with the majority of the Board vote.  She/he is charged with organizing the Rescue System in accordance with Rescue Policy as set forth in these guidelines and with insuring that an effective, coherent service is provided at all times.

Rescue Advisory Team:  The rescue Advisory Team shall consist of  the Rescue Chairman and two other Rescue Members.  It is suggested that at least one of these become very familiar with any case in question.  A quorum of two members shall be required for decisions.  A meeting of the Rescue Advisory Team shall be held annually, at a time and place agreeable to all three members.  Since most business in Rescue in conducted by telephone, a telephone network should be set up to minimize toll charges, and to facilitate exchange of information. 

DEFINITION

“Rescue Dog”:         Lost dog; dog found with or without identification; dog in pound or animal shelter; badly abused or neglected dog; injured dog, owner not immediately known.

“Placement Dog”:    Dog not fitting above description.

ADMINISTRATION

Any owner of a Great Pyrenees is encouraged to use the services of the Rescue Service to locate a lost dog or find the owner of a found dog.  The owner who has lost a dog should immediately contact the nearest Rescue Representative, who will advise the owner about ways to look for and advertise for the missing dog in its immediate area.  The Rescue Representative shall then notify the Rescue Chairman.  The Rescue Chairman will then use the telephone network to spread the word of the lost dog.

An owner who finds a Great Pyrenees shall contact the Rescue Advisory Team  who will attempt to identify the dog.  If immediate identification is not possible, the unidentified dog shall be given a preliminary examination by a veterinarian and receive DHLP and Parvo shots if indicated.  It may be kenneled in a boarding kennel or placed in a foster home after assurance by the vet that the dog is apparently free of communicable disease.  A sick or injured animal will be temporarily boarded with a veterinarian pending action by the Rescue Advisory Team.

In the case of found dogs where the owner is not immediately identifiable, an ad shall be placed in the “found” column of the nearest daily newspaper.  If possible, the dog will be kenneled in the vicinity where found.

If the Great Pyrenees found in a pound or animal shelter was picked up as a stray, the procedure shall be basically the same as for any other found dog.  Where advisable, the Rescue Advisory Team  will redeem the dog pending placement.  Where not practical, or  if shelter rules prohibit this, the Rescue Representative shall personally maintain contact with the pound or shelter until the mandatory impounding period is up.  If the dog is redeemable, the Rescue Representative shall make a serious effort to redeem it; if it is sold or given away by the pound or shelter, the Rescue Representative shall make an effort to contact the person to whom the dog was sold or given and offer them information about Great Pyrenees and Appalachian Great Pyrenees Rescue.

If a member discovers a Pyrenees which is in extremely poor condition physically or mentally and/or is being severely neglected or abused, presenting a danger to the dog, the breed or to the public, the member shall contact the Rescue Advisory Team.  The Team will explore all possibilities of obtaining the dog for Rescue care.

PREGNANT BITCHES
Should a pregnant bitch be rescued, she is the immediate responsibility of the Rescue Advisory Team. The Team shall decide the fate of the litter.

EUTHANASIA GUIDE
A veterinarian’s written recommendation to euthanize a dog under Rescue’s control shall not be overruled when that recommendation is made to prevent the spread of communicable disease.  Recommendations made on other grounds are subject to review by the Rescue Advisory Team.  Temperamental problems, such as:  Repeated unprovoked attacks or bite and/or seizure activity are valid causes for euthanasia.

EXPENSES
In all cases, members are encouraged to donate their time and feed for the dog they are temporarily sheltering.  Except for emergencies and preliminary veterinary examinations (to include DHLP and Parvo shots), veterinary care must be approved by the Rescue Advisory Team.  Expenses incurred by a member for the care of a Rescue dog shall be submitted to the Rescue Chairman who shall maintain an expense sheet for each Pyr.  This expense form should be kept even when no expenses are incurred.

Toll charges for Rescue matters may be reimbursed, but members are strongly encouraged to keep these charges at a minimum.

Any monies occurring from the transfer of a dog shall go into the Rescue fund.

The cost of neutering should be incurred by the new owner, whenever practical.

FORMS
The following forms shall be maintained by the Rescue Chairman and Rescue Representatives:

1.  Bill of Transfer (for original acquisition of dog into Rescue)

2.  Evaluation of Dog (physical and temperamental)
3.  Expense Sheet
4.  Transfer Agreement (to new owner)
5.  Information Survey (to prospective owner)
6.  Release Form A (for temporary keeper of Rescue/Placement dog)
7.  Initial Health Inspection (to be completed by vet, when needed)
The Expense Sheet shall be kept by the Rescue Chairman for each Rescue animal with which she/he is involved, and shall show all monies expended for a particular animal and any donation given when the animal is placed.  

All of the above forms are to be sent to the Rescue Chairman (the Rescue Representative shall maintain copies for her/himself) when completed and shall be made a part of the organization’s  permanent file.  This file is to be made available to the Board  upon request.

BREEDER RESPONSIBILITY
All breeders of Great Pyrenees should be encouraged to take lifetime responsibility for the care and re-placement of dogs of their breeding.  Where the breeding of a Rescue dog is known, the breeder and/or owner of the sire should be contacted and asked for support in the matter.

In the case of “Placement” dogs, the breeder and/or owner of the dog is asked to furnish the Rescue Chairman, in writing, a full description of the dog, including health condition, defects and problems, if any.

PLACEMENT DOGS
1.  The dog’s former owner should be encouraged to pay something toward the dog’s upkeep where possible.

2.  As in Rescue, the breeder and owner of the sire should be notified if practical and encouraged to take responsibility for care and placement.
3.  Members should make no promises to the former owners about the dogs’ eventual placement.
4.  This “Placement” policy recognizes that, in cases where a Great Pyrenees is unwanted by its owner, it may eventually be sent by its owner to a pound or shelter, where it will become a Rescue responsibility.  It is also in danger of being sold to a home where an unsuitable animal may be used for breeding.  It may also be placed in a situation which presents a danger to the dog, the breed or the public.  In these cases, it is recognized that it is better for all concerned that the dog come into the jurisdiction of Rescue, either as a “rescue” or “placement” dog, before substantial harm has occurred to the dog, the breed or the public.
