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How DWR Finds Dogs
Most DWR dogs come from shelters.  Some are born in rescue, some are found as strays, and others are rescue transfers. 
DWR has relationships with shelters in NC. Many of these shelters are high-kill.  
How DWR Decides Which Dogs To Bring In
Potential DWR dogs are identified by DWR’s Intake Coordinators.  DWR helps dogs in dire need first.  DWR considers tagging dogs that are: 
· In shelters in immediate danger of being euthanized
· In shelters needing immediate medical help that the shelter cannot provide
· Found running or roaming
· Deprived of food, water, shelter, or veterinary care
· Surrendered by their owners
Intake Process
Intake steps for out-of-state dogs
1. Temperament test the dog.
Behavior assessment is done by the shelter and by the veterinarian the shelter uses.  Dogs that do not pass temperament testing are not released to rescue.
2. Tag the dog.
DWR chooses a dog and often uses the shelter name if the dog has one as their tag to be identified in the rescue.  If a dog is found as a stray without a name then a name will be given to the dog.  

Hold the dog.
The state in which the dog resides holds the dog for a state- or vet-specified amount of time, e.g., in Texas dogs are held 10-21 days before releasing to rescue.  The dog is ready for transport to a rescue when the veterinarian issues a health certificate for the dog.
3. Transport the dog.
The state in which the dog resides holds the dog for a quarantine period to ensure that contagious dogs are not transported across state lines.  During the quarantine period, the dogs are boarded in temporary foster home.  After the quarantine period, the dog is examined by a veterinarian who issues a Health Certificate for travel.
4. Deliver dog to the foster parent.
The foster parent either meets the transport with an DWR representative or the DWR representative delivers the dog to the foster parent at a specified location. 
5. Vet-check the dog.
The dog is vet-checked by an DWR-approved veterinarian soon after arriving at the foster home.  
Intake steps when a dog is found as a stray (in state):
1. Report the dog to the Animal Control Officer (ACO).
2. Unless the owner is found and wants the dog back, the dog typically remains with DWR in a foster home until ACO formally releases the dog to DWR.
3. The dog is vet-checked by an DWR-approved veterinarian soon after arriving at the foster home. 
Intake steps during a rescue transfer:
1. We work in partnership with other volunteer rescues to help place some of their dogs.  
2. The dog is vet-checked by a DWR-approved veterinarian soon after arriving at the foster home, unless the dog’s medical records show that it is current on all vaccines.
Intake steps during an owner surrender:
1. The owner contacts the rescue requesting an owner surrender
2. DWR contacts the owner and sets an appointment to meet the owner and the dog.
3. DWR performs a temperament test of the dog.
4. The owner completes (and signs) the Owner Surrender Agreement. 
5. The dog is transferred by a DWR representative to a DWR foster home. 
6. The dog is vet-checked by a DWR-approved veterinarian soon after arriving at the foster home, unless the dog’s medical records show that it is current on all vaccines.
Information Collected During Intake
The Intake Coordinator responsible for the intake of a dog is responsible for obtaining the required (by law) documentation for transfer of ownership.  Depending on the dog’s path to DWR, the following documents are collected with the dog:
· Ownership transfer document
· Rescue Transfer Form
· Shelter Transfer paperwork (which is typically provided by the shelter)
· Owner Surrender Form
· Health Certificate (if coming from out-of-state)
· Veterinary records
· Proof of Rabies vaccination and Rabies tag # (if issued one)

