Intake Policy for Sweet Virginia Barn Cats

[bookmark: _GoBack]Intake for Feral Cats
1. Cats remain in traps and are immediately transferred to the vet’s office.
2. Under anesthesia, cats are scanned for microchip.
3. Cats are tested, vaccinated, and sterilized.
4. Cats are quarantined for recovery and observation.
5. Cats are either returned to place origin or relocated based on assessment.

Intake for Stray Cats
1. Cats are isolated individually in holding.
2. Cats are sent to vet’s office.
3. Cats are scanned for microchip.
4. Cats are tested, vaccinated, and sterilized.
5. Cats are quarantined until temperament is determined. They are then either sent to a foster home or held until placed.
6. Cats are either adopted out or transferred to other no-kill shelters.
Intake steps when a dog is found as a stray:
1. Report the dog to Mecklenburg County Animal Control Officer (ACO).
2. If SVBC has foster space, the dog will be placed in holding.
3. Stray is taken to vet to scan for micro-chip.
4. Stray hold is between 5-12 days based on collar on tags.
5. Stray is sent to vet’s office for vaccines, testing, and sterilization after hold is up.
6. Stray is placed in approved foster home until placed.
7. Stray is either adopted or sent to trusted, no-kill rescue.
Intake steps during an owner surrender:
1. The owner fills out the online Owner Surrender Form to start the surrendering process.
2. SVBC contacts the owner and sets an appointment to meet the owner and the animal.
3. SVBC performs a temperament test.
4. The owner completes (and signs) the Owner Surrender Agreement. 
5. The animal is transferred by an SVBC representative to an approved foster home or holding. 
6. The animal is vet-checked by an SVBC-approved veterinarian soon after arriving at the foster home, unless the dog’s medical records show that it is current on all vaccines.
