HoppyHomes4Bunnies
Animal Intake Policy (2026)
Purpose
This policy outlines the procedures for accepting rabbits into the care of HoppyHomes4Bunnies. It provides guidance for staff and volunteers to ensure a safe, ethical, and compassionate intake process that aligns with our mission and available resources.

General Intake Guidelines
A. Rabbits We Accept
HoppyHomes4Bunnies primarily accepts rabbits transferred from:
· Licensed animal shelters
· Rescue organizations
We may occasionally accept dumped or abandoned rabbits when they are found in unsafe conditions and no immediate alternative placement is available.
Note: We do not generally accept direct owner surrenders from the public.
B. Care Philosophy
· Our primary goal is to rehabilitate and rehome healthy and treatable rabbits into loving, permanent homes.
· We are committed to responsible rescue practices and humane care.
· Euthanasia will only be considered in cases of:
· Severe, untreatable illness or injury
· Poor quality of life
· Unmanageable behavioral issues that pose a safety risk
C. Capacity-Based Intake
1. Case-by-case evaluation:
All intake decisions are based on current space, staffing, foster availability, and financial resources.
2. Behavioral or medical concerns:
Rabbits with significant needs may be referred to specialized rescues or veterinary partners when appropriate.

Intake Sources and Procedures
A. Transfers from Shelters and Rescues
When accepting rabbits from shelters or rescues:
1. Obtain all available records, including:
· Medical history
· Spay/neuter status
· Behavioral notes
· Intake background
2. Ensure the transferring organization understands that intake is contingent on available capacity.

B. Dumped or Abandoned Rabbits
1. Initial Assessment
· Check immediately for a microchip.
· Document where and how the rabbit was found.
2. If a microchip is found
· Assist the finder with contacting the owner when appropriate.
3. If no microchip is found
· Encourage the finder to contact local animal control or the municipal shelter.
· If the rabbit cannot be safely placed elsewhere, HoppyHomes4Bunnies may accept the rabbit at staff discretion.

Age-Specific Considerations
· Baby Rabbits (Under 4 months)
· Quarantine upon intake
· Assessed for age, health, and weaning status
· Placed in appropriate foster or specialized care
· Senior Rabbits (5 years and older)
· Intake is dependent on the rabbit’s health and our ability to provide appropriate care

Medical and Behavioral Assessment
1. All incoming rabbits must be assessed by:
· A qualified manager and/or
· A licensed veterinarian
2. Rabbits with severe medical or behavioral challenges:
· May be declined if care exceeds our capacity
· Will be referred to other organizations or specialists when possible

Bite and Quarantine Policy
· If a rabbit has bitten a person within the last 10 days, it must undergo a quarantine period in accordance with local regulations before being fully accepted into care.

Final Notes
· Compassionate Euthanasia:
When medically necessary or in the interest of humane care, euthanasia may be considered to prevent suffering.
· Documentation:
Accurate and thorough intake records are essential for the rabbit’s care, placement, and long-term success.
· Policy Review:
This intake policy is subject to periodic review and updates based on operational needs and best practices.
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