Island Dog Rescue Adoption Network
Animal Intake Policy

Effective Date: September 8, 2025

1. Purpose
This policy outlines how Island Dog Rescue Adoption Network accepts animals into its care. The Organization focuses primarily on:
- Dogs transferred from partner rescues and shelters in Puerto Rico; and
- Dogs previously adopted through the Organization that are being returned.

The goal is to ensure humane care, public safety, and responsible use of resources.

2. Guiding Principles
- Animal welfare is the top priority.
- Intake decisions are based on available foster homes, funding, and veterinary capacity.
- The Organization works only with trusted Puerto Rico rescue partners.
- The Organization remains responsible for dogs it has adopted out.

3. Priority Intakes
A. Transfers from Puerto Rico
The Organization prioritizes dogs transferred from approved rescue partners in Puerto Rico, subject to capacity and compliance with this policy.

B. Returned Dogs
Dogs previously adopted through the Organization will be accepted back when an adopter can no longer care for them, subject to safety and capacity considerations.

4. Puerto Rico Transfers
4.1 Approved Partners
Dogs are accepted only from pre-approved Puerto Rico rescues or shelters that meet basic humane care standards and veterinary protocols.

4.2 Required Information
Before transport, partner rescues must provide:
- Basic identification and description of the dog;
- Available medical and vaccination records;
- Known behavioral history or concerns;
- Disclosure of any known medical conditions or bite history.

4.3 Arrival & Evaluation
Upon arrival, each dog will:
- Undergo a review of available medical records and an overall health evaluation;
- Be evaluated for general behavior and foster placement needs;
- Be placed in a foster home or other approved housing.

5. Returned Dogs
5.1 Return Requests
The Organization will consider accepting dogs previously adopted through the Organization when an adopter can no longer provide care. Acceptance is based on capacity and suitability.

5.2 Return Process
Adopters must contact the Organization to request a return and provide current information about the dog’s health and behavior.

5.3 Eligibility & Evaluation
Returned dogs will receive a medical and behavioral review to determine next steps.

6. Intake Holds & Capacity
The Organization may temporarily pause new intakes when capacity is reached.

7. Records
Basic intake records will be maintained for all dogs.

8. Review
This policy will be reviewed periodically and updated as needed.

